BRIEF VIEWS 


By FLORENCE E. HILL 
PLAYS 


MR. SCROOGE by Richard Morris, Dolores 
Claman, and Ted Wood. A musical comedy 
adapted from Dickens’ story in two acts and 
five different scenes for any tumber of char- 
acters. 1963; Dramatic Publishing Company, 
Chicago. Books: $1.25. Royalty: $35-$25-$20. 


The dramatization of the loved story of 
Ebenezer Scrooge with musical numbers has not 
changed the original story to any great extent. 
All of the well-known characters are there 
including Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, and Tiny Tim. 
Scrooge shows himself at his worst in his 
“Christmas Is a Humbug’ number. Then dreams 
take over and the ghost of Marley shows him 
where his selfishness is leading. It is really 
a night of horror. Then comes the scene at 
the Cratchits’ home with Tiny Tim and a 
changed Scrooge. The scenes are produced very 
simply with a traveler and the rest of the stage 
divided into two acting areas with a minimum 
of furnishings to suggest the scene. It is highly 
recommended because of the well-loved story, 
the music, and the simplicity of production. 


THE WIZARD OF OZ by Anne Coulter Mar- 
tens from the book by L. Frank Baum. A play 
in two acts for 8 M and 13 W. 1963; Dra- 
matic Publishing Company, Chicago. Books: 
90 cents. Royalty: $15-$10. 


The musical version of this play has proved 
to be very popular, and now there is a play 
without music which follows the musical version 
closely. Dorothy meets each of the well-known 
characters: Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, Cowardly 
Lion, the witches, and the Wizard. Children 
and adults alike will love the play when the 
bad witches are foiled by Dorothy with the 
help of the good witches, and everyone gets 
his wish. The scenic requirements need not be 
difficult to meet. Each change of scene can 
be done with lighting, simple set pieces, and 
props. The play will be a welcome choice for 
Children’s Theatre and for adult entertainment 
as well. It is charming, easy to produce, and 
just the right length to hold the interest of 
youngsters. 


THE SERVANT OF TWO MASTERS by Carlo 
Goldoni. A play in two acts for children, 
translated and adapted by Frederick H. Davies. 
There are 13 characters. 1964; Theatre Arts 
Books, New York. $1.40. Royalty: on request. 


The scene takes place on a corner of a square 
in Venice in the eighteenth century. Detailed 
directions for construction of the single set 
and for the music are given in the book. The 
story was written by one who is to Italians 
what Shakespeare is to Englishmen. The plot 
reminds one of Shakespeare too, but was writ- 
ten two hundred years later. Beatrice Rasponi, 
a lady of Turin, disguises herself as her brother 
after her brother is killed by her lover Florindo 
in a duel. She follows Florindo to Venice to 
help him. In Venice Pantolone had promised 
his daughter to Beatrice’s brother, but since his 
reported death he has given his consent to her 
marriage to Silvio, her childhood sweetheart. 
The plot is complicated when Beatrice arrives 
in disguise and impersonates her dead brother. 
Her servant, Truffaldino, decides to serve 
Florindo, as well as Beatrice, and much of the 
humor arises from his trouble to serve two 
masters. It is an imteresting costume play for 
high-school actors to produce because of its 
similarity to Shakespeare. The complications are 
interesting, and the characters, especially Beatrice 
and Truffaldino, are excellent. 
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